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HurrslE Explonluox CoMpANl', INc.
3.00 n!PUBL|C lilNK IOSER
DALlJg, TEXA6 Tltol

January 20, L977

Vlnccffi F. Blck, Jr., Esq.
Exton Corporadon
1251 Avcnue ot the Americas
New York, New York l@20

Dear Mr. Blck:

Your letrer of January l!, Lg77 eddressed ro Willlam W. Brownlng,
e3 Pre8ldent of Humble Exploretion ComPany, Inc. ,has comc to rne
becauac my friend Btll died last September 8nd, whlle wc havc spenr
congiderablc time slDce rhrn worrying about where he went, at least one
IBst ir c.rt!hr: hc loft no forweriing nddrege witb the U. S, Posc

Your leecr states that you sre cncloeing a numbar of tr&de merk
fegrEtrarlos, bur oonc wes in foct enclofid wlth ynltr lettRr. what you
actually enclored werc copies ol your internal lnrer-offlce communicatlos
reletlng to Humble Erelorerlon Company, Inc. , which herewltn are
returncd to you uncopied Bince we eesume you dld not intend to eend
them to ue. If we had any lnteflial Humblle inter-dficc memoranda
relatlng Eo Exxcn, we would forward you copies in ordcr possibly ro
tl8Euege eny emb4rrBssment 0n your paEE orrer this apparent slip by
your secretary bu!, alas, we do not have any.,

When Btll and I decided to go lnro the oil business, one evening
over drlnke after temporarily cxhe ustlng the subJcct of women, we agreed
th8t \yhi 19 our many virtues and variouE a rlbutes wcre undoubredly
sulllcient to aesuro our success in tni oil etplora.luu Lusincss borh of
ua could, in all honesty, be somewhat deflcicnt tn humlllry, and we
declded fiat while thie mtghr bc no handlcap ln the pursult of women ir
could concclvably provc to be a derrlmenr in tb pursuir of hydrocarbons,
panlcularly 6lnce neither of ug had any prlor e,gerlcnce in rhat field. We
dacldcd that it would be advisable nor only to adopr an aftirude of hurniliry
but algo, as an edded safeguard, to remind ourselves daily of thr
deEirability of thEt parrlcular attrlbute by reference thereio in our corporate
name.

We were, of course, aware of thc former existence of Humble Oil
& Reflnlng Company and that tt hod chsnged ite name to ExxoD, To avoid
8ny posslblc confusion on anyone'E pert betwern our company and rhe
formrr public idFnilty st flUmble Otl & Retlulng Company (which your
cornpany had then recently spent untold milllons of Col.ters changlng over
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to "E:g<gn"), we did nol include h our corporete name any rcference !o
"Oil" or "Reflnlng" or "Gas" or "Petroleum" or "Hyclrocarbons" or
"Enerry" ur auy elhnj auch word as might ooncelvably load ro conJusinn
bctwecn the rwo organlzarlons.

The princlpal rcaBcnr wc cho6e "Erploratlon" was because it eptly
deecrlbcd our princlpal proposed (and to detc ectuel) ecrlvtty. A subsidiary
or afitltsted r6r8on weE that it waa most llkcly to eliminere eny possible
confirglon between ue and rhe former namc of your domeEtic afftlia!€ shce
(l) th€ word "Exploration" has ncver (so far ae I larow) becn lncluded tn thc
namc of rny of your v.E! menagerie of subsldiaries or affiliates, and (2)
your compsny, in the y6ars lmmedlrtely precedlng 1974, had not exactly
beeo noted for ltc exploratory ectivltles ln tbe condguouE Unitcd Slates
(where wc lnrcnded to opcraie excluslvely), €xcept for your extenslve
domestlc etploratlon efforte offshore (whcre wc have not vencured, not
bcing btg snough to rwlm, nlrhor:gh wc have weded eroud s ltfile in South
Louisiana and In a Texae bay - and nearly drowned financially ln just a
lcw feet d calm watet when wF Eluck our dobbcr in the dirt,diffcrentially,
thre€ t1m€s end had to sidetrack each tlme - mey you never havc e daily
drilllng rrport beglnning "STTD-3 14' 4S3").

\fe are a very privately owncd compa y, with only three shaE-
boldsrt, tocluding n'll'tt wHgw' JBuEr arrrl no ralarlcd cmploycco. Zcro.
wc undcretend you have many of both. We-i6 not eell anlprbducts or
aewiceg to any segment of the publlc nor do wc deal with lhc general
publlc in eny say, We do not oporerc eny producing propcrtics end Eo
do not deal or hava accotmts with any lrade or lndustry suppliers or
contracrorE who could confuec us with you None ol our many lndustry
partnefE ln our exploration activltlca hag ever cJrpcrienccd the Bllghtcst
corfuston about who wc arc, or even rcmotely guspected ihat ther.e was
auy coDnection whatgver betwecn us and yor, eJcept, of course, such
arm'e lcngh cmnecdons ae htve arigen out of our dr!,l.ling on farrnouts
from Exxon obtained by our operator pertrl€rs.

I muet cordess $ar I dtd recelvc a bell lagt fall from an lrate lady
dcmandtng to know (1) what the hEck I hqd donc wlth Kern Tips, (2) did I
or dld I not inrend to broadca8t thc Soulhwcstera Conference football games
on thr r€dio thl6 srason end (3) lf not, why thc heck Dot, I tried to reder
hcr to Exxm, but ehc would have none of tt. She lnsistecl thal she had



di: TH,j i2r20 P},{ F[0MTPAT S l i0l l0trAY P C, iAX:! :2 350 4149 : f .v: t

Vincent F. Bick, Jr., Esq.
Pagr I
Jsnusry 20, L977

never ieard 9f Exfon, and gflgr e while I belleved hef,. I rried parienrly
to aglain to her about the change of your nem!, bu! ehe accueed me of'
trylng to pur 6omr blg con on her. Ae I recall, her cxact words were
:'I -thtrtk 

you are spooftng me, ]rotng man". Considcring thi6 remark
JudlcloueiS in its .Dtircty, and bc lng forry-fiva years old, I decided
to accept it aa a compllmcnr ro my youttdul albelt non-exlstent gulle
rether thrn as an lnsuh ro my lnt.grtty, I hrd thc definttc tmpiession
tbar lI I could ha!'e gtve n her any ktnd d encolragemcnt \ryharever ebour
e pogsible forthcomtng lcsumptiqr cd ttre football broedca8ts, she would
have nrrned her redio r+ full bLest, collapscd Joyfuily back inco bcd,
privately coolFrrcq hcr reminiscences about Sammy Ba ugh, Davey
O'Brlcn. Ki Aldrich ct al., and happtly morored on forevcr.

A cor.ple of ycars ago your people hcre !n Dllas through poetal
ertor recelved One of our run checke, but ftey were kind enough to send
It on to ue after metlculously and exhauetlvely eatisfying themseives rhat
it represented production from I lease in which neither you nor any of
your predeceeeore, rubsldlarlcc, affiliates, ctc. ever had any ioterest.
The Exxon man apologlzcd for openlng our mail by mlsnke, erplelnlng,
ratber wisdully I thought, "You know, we were once a Humble company".
Wc havc !evc! rccctvcd any of your rtlrr ehcehr or hril but you n'rry rcst lssur.ed
that lf we do we ghall lorward rhern promptly and dtrectly ro you personally,

I do not believe you afr quite eccuratc in starlng fhar rhe public
"heg come to" ldentify Humble aa rhe name used by your domestic affiliate,
They once dld so ldentlfy Humble Oll & Reftnlng Company; they no longer
do. The public tles "gone from" Humble Otl & Refining Company to Exxon,
not "come to" Humbte Explorarion Cornpeny, Inc.

I do not share your concem that thc public wtll think our company
is in some way afflllated with you because we do not dcal in any way with
the publlc; but if wr did I might sharc your conccrn, and lf tt were well.
fouded I would certalnly, ecting solely ln rhls compsny's selfish
tntereE!8r do everythhg possible lo dlssipaEe sny posslble confusion.

I sm constreincd to point out thet the pogslble confusion you are
cotrccrnid cdth iE appareutly not shared by th. Secrctarils of State cd
Louisiana, New Mexico, Colorado, ltfyoming, Montana, North Dakota or
Souh Dekote, ln all ol whtch wc are quallfled ro lransact bueinesg snd Ln
dl of whlch we lreva prduction.
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We have growr rccuetomed to our name, ard reEpectfvil], declhc
to changc it at yotjr regu€st. Stated somewhet more Etrongly, we doubt
wc xould be willing to makE an "cven swep" cd names w!!h you even lf
]tou werr to make iuch an o'ffer. :

W6 stmply have always preferred ro "Exxon'', Pan sf
our attachment lE Eontlmrntal. When my Glendmother waB runnlng Gulf's
(rld prior thlreto Gttrfcy'E) operrtionE in Texaa from Beaumont durlng
rnd aftcr Sptndletop, gh. hlrcd some ktd gaolqg{rt who went on to flnd
e bunch cf oll for your prcdeceesor and cndcd rp ae Presidant of Humble
Otl & Reflntug Company. The Lord only knowe wbcre ycu would be now
lf Graudmo&er hedn't hired that ktd, treinod blm and then advised hirn
to awlEch courpuric! lccauae Ben Bolt oud romr other nlder gpnlogiotg
ahe had could work up aU the prospcctr ehe had budget cnough ;-o drill.
Eut maybc, just meybe, you would have endcd rQ llke Mobtl, forced lnto
s6lllng ledic6' rcady-to-wear, or llke Gult, bereft of meaningful rceerves
or control qf crude both ln the Pcrmlen Beeln and Jn ttre Mtddlc Eas!, and'
to boot, p cul,nLrly faced with lncrcascd pr.miun coers nn thelr direcloro'
and offlccrg' Uabtltty lnsurancc policy.

I trust you arc not offendcd by our preference to our nsme ov€r
yours. JuEt becauge we think you made a mlstake ln changing your name
does not neccssarlly makc lt Eo, And evon lf lt was a mlstakc r.t,e think
you are now blg enough to 8ufflvc evgn morc ttun one littlc mistake like
thtg. Overall, we admlre you graatly, In fact' wc belleve you guys have
loochrd rh. F^inr nnw where ypu Efe probably going to make It ln a big way.

In a1l reepects oth€r Elran cha$giug ou! narne we remaln,

Your humble and obedicnt friend,

HUMB COMPANY, INC.

rb
P. S. lf any of the foregolng arouBeE your lre or ofiendE
r$errt thet you declde to revokc my Exxon crcdt car4

r/dignity to the
8e et lesst re-

issuc to mc in lieu thereof my old Humble credtt card so fteE I can purchase
on credit eome of thc products and gewlces thet you presumably srlll market
und€r the trademerk regis*arione 1'ou neglacted to encloee wlth your lerter.

PSH


